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The Notions in Questions Conference (NeQ) explores a concept and its relationship with language teaching and
learning (LTL). NeQ 2021 deals with the notion of autonomisation, a transversal notion in the human and social
sciences from an LTL perspective. Organised in Nancy, this conference is an opportunity to bring the pioneering
definitions of autonomisation by Henri Holec (1979, 1988) and the Centre de Recherches et d'Applications
Pédagogiques en Langues (Crapel) in line with current LTL issues, as well as societal and technological developments,
which are transforming ways of learning and teaching languages. Since the publication of Yves Chalon's seminal article
(1970) outlining a new pedagogy for language learning, recognising the learner as the agent of his or her own learning,
the notion of autonomisation has become an umbrella concept covering multiple and often contradictory meanings, that
depend on ideologies, educational dynamics and contexts. In what way do various autonomisation environments and
projects foster a desire for autonomy? Does autonomisation differ from self-education (Tremblay, 2003) in the age of
apprenance (Carré, 2005) and learning in the wild (Sauro and Zourou, 2019)?

In LTL, autonomisation refers to a process that is specific to the learner and supported by a set of mediations enabling
them to develop agency, as well as by singular reflexivity based on their experience, leading to the appropriation of
knowledge and the construction of their identity as a learner. It is about self-transformation in and through language
learning. This autonomisation is built through pouvoir apprendre (material access to resources, including ICT, a
particular role and skills) and savoir apprendre ((meta-)cognitive access to one's learning experience; expert knowledge
enabling choices based on one's learning objectives). These mediations, which are, all at once, instrumental, discursive
and social, aim to transform learning practices and representations, allowing the learner to take charge of their learning
in a conscious and enlightened way as they progress. Learner autonomy is seen as a specific learning process that can
be supported by dedicated resources. These resources offer dialogical and reflexive support in various forms: face-to-
face advising sessions, i.e. pedagogical interactions which enable learners to take charge of their learning while
developing their expertise (Ciekanski, 2011), in technologies, whether discursive (Paveau, 2006) or intellectual
(Bourdieu and Passeron, 1970), or in portfolio-type systems such as the European Language Portfolio (ELP). Thus,
autonomisation does not mean independence from the teacher, but rather a new relationship to learning, knowledge
and languages through which the learner develops an expertise that enables him/her to (1) adapt his/her approach to
language and culture learning and (2) to pursue it throughout his/her life. Autonomisation is, in this sense, a kind of
journey and a voyage of appropriation (whose links with the notion of autonomy justify discussion).

The process of autonomisation will be studied in the light of three perspectives (auto-nom-isation), which will, in turn,
serve as a guideline for the various research threads for this conference.

Research strand 1, auto- will open the discussion, in a holistic approach, and in relation to the issue of plurilingualism
and its development in a globalised world of mobility. Although often reduced to cognitive strategies or learning
approaches, the notion of autonomisation will herein be addressed in all its complexity and richness. What is the
relationship between autonomy, plurilingualism and translinguistic experiences? The choice of languages and the way in
which they are learned, echoing the singularity of learners' pathways, are questions that run through the work on
autonomisation (Palfreyman and Smith, 2003). What transformations accompany autonomisation in these paths of
plural experiences that strongly mobilise affects? What methodological perspectives should’be used to apprehend
them? iy

Research strand 2, -nom- will focus on the didactic, political and international issues linked to the concept of
autonomisation, and in relation to the skills expected of language teachers. The notions of freedom and ethics are
related to the notion of autonomisation and they resonate in the relationship to knowledge that learner autonomy shapes
and configures. As Barbot (1998) and Barbot and Camatarri (1999) have pointed out, the spirit of the Philosophie des
Lumiéres (Condorcet, Kant, Rousseau) and the perspectives provided by the Bildungsroman of the German Sturm und
Drang (Goethe) help to promote educational projects supporting autonomisation. The political and civic significance of
the concept in relation to European language and lifelong learning policies will be considered by pluralising the concept
and discussing its diverse historical and cultural heritages and origins. What is the nom given to educational policy
projects that autonomisation is part of today? Are these issues (still) supported by European policies? In what ways?

Research strand 3, also linked to -nom-, will shed light on another aspect of the issues of norms linked to
autonomisation, by questioning the epistemological insights that allow us to analyse the process. These insights have
evolved considerably since the pioneering work on cognitivism, socio-constructivism and emergentism. How can we
rethink the resulting methodological approaches? What does it mean to learn a language today in the diversity of
possible experiences (in formal and informal situations)? How can we rethink the practices and representations of
mediation in the light of work on — among others — acquisition, neuroscience or sociodidactics?

Research strand 4, -isation underlines the processes of mediation as they relate to autonomisation and highlight the
issues linked to the development of autonomisation from an engineering perspective. The focus will be on the link
between autonomisation and technology with an attention to supporting the subjectivation of learning in autonomy, by
questioning the actors and their skills with respect to learning environments. To what extent can the integration of
technology in autonomous language teaching and learning practices promote the development of strategies and skills,
both for the teacher and the learner? How do language resource centres, blended environments, etc. support learner
autonomy? What conclusions can be drawn and what recommendations can be made? What new agenda for research
can emerge?

Research strand 5 will be devoted to the research conducted at the Crapel, both for its historical dimension and for its
contribution to current scientific debates on the notions of autonomy and autonomisation.

The various presentations will shed light on the multiple folds of thought, perhaps even the unthought-of aspects of
autonomisation in LTL, in the face of tomorrow's challenges, by weaving or confronting a variety of perspectives on the
autonomous being, its actions and its mediations.

Like its previous editions, NeQ 2021 will be organised around a series of papers by specialist researchers in the field (40
minutes), followed by a response from another researcher (15 minutes) and then a discussion with the public (15
minutes). Contributions will be published in a special issue of the journal Recherches en didactique des langues et des
cultures: les Ca‘wiers de I'Acedle (https://journals.openedition.org/rdlc/)
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